Five Acre ScHoOL

Where Children Have Room to Grow.

We proudly present the first edition of anew
Five Acre School newdetter. 1ts purpose can
be stated in one word: communication. The
saff wants you to know as much as possible
about what and how your child learns at
school, how she spends her days, who his
teachers are, what is going on in other
classes, and further information that will give
you a more complete picture of life here.
The school gaff has frequent meetings and
training to coordinate and integrate all grade
levels, this newdletter can be a tool for
parents to participate more fully in the
workings of the whole school, beyond just
the class their child attends.

Look for a newsletter in the fal, winter, and
spring.  Some of the topics wed cover are
classroom activities, parent volunteers, staff
profiles, dumni features, the music program,
the horse program, recipes, kidsOquotes and
jokes, school policies, and staff development.

STAFF TRAINING NEWS

LETRSTOHELPWITH READING
& SPELLING

If you noticed a typo in the heading of
this article, you didn® know you were
reading an acronym! LETRS stands for
Language Essentials for Teechers of
Reading and Spelling, and is enabling
Five Acre to finetune its reading pro-
gram at dl levels, preschool through 6t
gade. This comprehensive program
updates teachers on the latest research
and instructional techniques for teaching
dl components of written language,
including:  phonological and phonemic
awareness;, phonics, decoding, spelling,
and word study; ora language devel-
opment; vocabulary; reading fluency;
comprehension; and writing.  These
components are interrelated, and LETRS
emphasizes using the links between them
to integrate instruction. Bill is facilitating
the adl-gaff sessons, assited by
interactive  CD® for each module.
LETRS wes aso the topic a the
Parent/ Teacher Evening on Nov. 15.
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If there is anything else youd like included,
tell us. You will certainly learn things about
Five Acre, the students, and the staff that
you didn® know before. We hope that the
articles you read will pique your interest,
inspire questions, and prompt suggestions
from you. We welcome you in the office or
in the classroom to observe and inquire and
tdl us what you think. We like the
communication to run al ways, between
students, parents, and staff. The morerichly
we communicate with each other, the better
our program will be.

A big thanks to Mary Schuneman, who is
using her long public relations experience to
ably edit the newsletter, as well as to the staff
members who have taken time from their
busy schedules to provide aticles and
information.

Read on and enjoy!

BRAIN GYM

Debbie G. spent two days last month
expanding her Brain Gym training and has
begun to implement new ideas and
activities in the Discovery classroom.
Brain Gym activities, a longtime staple of
Five Acre ingruction believed to have
very positive benefits for learning, help
children prepare their minds and bodies
for doing schoolwork.

OBSTACLESTO LEARNING

In an effort to augment their ability to
help children individually when they face
learning obstacles, Bill, Jane, and Carolyn
are enrolled in 30-hours of Srategic
Tutoring training a Poulsbo® Siverwood
School.  The course teaches new ways to
identify and address the core issues that
impede learning, for use in regular
classroom work as well as tutoring.

LEADERSHIP

Hand in hand with his classroom
experience, Bob is enrolled in a 20-hour
online course on leading an early
childhood education classroom.

THE FIVE ACRE SCHOOL STAFF:
EDUCATION, EXPERIENCE,

PAssON AND COMPASSON
- Juanita

During my musc training | once heard
this quote Whet is nexd fo a gad
alatin? Only three things a nie g with a
wieteade i e end and a willing dudant an
theahe.

As a teacher | dso deeply appreciate a
lovely facility and quality equipment, but
the crucid factor is the rdationship
between teacher and student. And what
makes a wise tescher? Education is the
reedy ansver but that only touches the
aurface. A child aso needs to be
undergtood, accepted and nurtured. A
magter teacher has the ability to goply his
or her own life experiences to enrich any
subject and reach each student.

With this thought foremost | would like
to give you an overview of the Five Acre
Saff. | hope you find this informative,
entertaining & times and egecidly,
reassuring that no matter what life lessons
your child or your family® working
through, Five Acre School is a place filled
with caring gaff with plenty of room on
the log.

Quality Teachers Hmm. W, of course
they need to be educated themselves and
the gsaff surveyed for this article (al
teechers, plus Bill, Joy and Alissa) have a
hogt of degrees between them. Here® a
patid lig: Five Acre gaff has earned
AAB in Ealy Childhood Education;
Environmental Horticulture; Ornamental
Horticulturee, BA® and BS® in
Communications Broadcagting;
Recregtion; Elementary Education; K-12
Education; Fine Art; (axtinued an p. 4)

SWEET SUCCESS

Long before recent announcements
tha soda and snack food vendors
would reduce the fat and sugar content
of their offerings a schools, Five Acre
had established its No Sugar policy. In
addition to helping reduce factors
leeding to childhood obesity and tooth
decay, the school® am is to omit the
sde effects of sugar-- incduding short
atention spans, and Gerash and burnO
behavior -- from its sudents for
success in the dassroom. The policy
reflects Five Acre® philosophy of
giving children al they need to learn
and grow B and that is even sweeter
than candy.



